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ARMS BEXPORT POIE®Y SAUDI ARABIA'S FH70 GUNS

1 AS you know, this subject reared its head again followin
the publlc?atlon of an article in Frankfurter Allgemging Zeituné =
reported in Bonn telno loison You will have noted from the
subsequent exchange of telegrams and from your own contacts with
IMS that, while IMS have been refused access to the weapons and
suspect that up to 18 guns may have been sent to Irag, we have
no hard evidence that thicEiicEccs

P The I'CO have suggested (in their Telnoo /15 e
not copied to you) that the easiest way torestablish  Eha i muEs
arms export policy has not been breached might be to secure a
statement from the Saudis that they still have all™the s EH/USSIN
their possession. I wonder whether we really want to raise the
subject with the Saudis in the way suggested. Obviously, "IT SchE
German newspaper article had focussed the attention of the
BEIEISH hews media on thils mattery 1t would be necessary to ?abe
Ethe maktter up with the Saudas. In the absence of such publiclTy
><# and in view of the fact that such evidence as we have 1s heresay,
/ there seems little to be gained by posing our questign, the
j answer to which we shall be unable to verify - that 1s unless the

/ saudi Land Forces have a change of heart over IMS's request toO
/ _ inspect the weapons.

/ Sk Tf the decision remains that we should make a formal |

/ approach to the Saudis on this matter, we'need to know tbg pfe01se

| terms of the End User Certificate 1ssu§d in connection with the
sale. I can find no trace of a copy in the Embassy here. We
would also need to consider the best means EEEEEE I NG Ehe subject
with the Saudis. 1tni= alternat%ves appear to be an approach by
the Defence Attache to the Saudil Land Forces (elthgr Qra%ly @pe
diho, ywar Tl Eaeer)) gy (oaE a letter from the Secretary ol u%ate for
Defence. only by the latter course are we likely Lo‘recglve“a
meaningful responsc, buttbe drawbackSLn terms of ofﬁeqdlng Ene

| saudi sensibilities at aBiNEBERVE Bxe trying to achieve
" nce sales, notably of submarines, are obvious. 1¢
A e fore doing anything. |
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1 am sending a copy of this Letter of Tan Cliff, MED,
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